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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ABU DH 01029 120811Z 
ACTION INR-10 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO H-01 MCT-01 SS-15 SP-02 
PM-05 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 NSC-05 /050W 

094537 122121Z/75 

R 120745Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7668 

CONFIDENTIAL ABU DHABI 1029 

FOR INR/RNA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, PLO 

SUBJ: INFORMATION ON PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION ABROAD: UAE 

REF: STATE 91578 

1 . ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS POSED REFTEL FOLLOW: 

- A. THERE IS PLO OFFICE IN ABU DHABI. 

- B. OFFICE HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE SINCE DECEMBER 4, 1971. 1.E., 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING UAE'S ENTRY INTO INDEPENDENT STATUS. OFFICE 
ENJOYS AT LEAST A QUASI-DIPLOMATIC STATUS (SEE D BELOW) AND PER- 
FORMS CONSULAR TYPE SERVICES FOR HOLDERS OF PALESTINIAN TRAVEL 
DOCUMENTS. SIZE OF STAFF IS UNKNOWN, BUT BELIEVED BE ABOUT FIVE. 

- C. NO COMPONENT ELEMENTS OF PLO ARE OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED BY 
UAEG. 

- D. PLO OFFICE ENJOYS AT LEAST QUASI-DIPLOMATIC STATUS. IF IS 
LISTED TOGETHER WITH RESIDENT UN AGENCY OFFICES IN PART II OF 
JULY 1977 MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS LIST OF DIPLOMATIC 

AND CONSULAR CORPS ACCREDITED TO UAE. PLO OFFICE DIRECTOR IS 
ROUTINELY INVITED TO UAEG PROTOCOL FUNCTIONS, SUCH AS ARRIVAL/ 
DEPARTURE CEREMONIES FOR VISITING CHIEFS OF STATE, WHERE HE IS 
RANKED WITH UN OFFICIALS BEHIND MEMBERS OF REGULAR DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS. ONLY DIRECTOR IS INCLUDED IN MFA LIST. FURTHER 
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INFORMATION ON HIS ACTUAL PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES IS UNKNOWN 
BUT THEY PROBABLY APPROXIMATE THOSE OF REGULAR DIPLOMATS 
ACCREDITED HERE. 

2. CURRENT PLO OFFICE DIRECTOR IS RIBHI HALLOUM WHO REPLACED 
FIRST AND ONLY PREVIOUS DIRECTOR IBRAHIM AL-SAYYID 
AL-ZARD IN EARLY 1978. HALLOUM IS NOTORIOUS PALESTINIAN ACTI- 
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VIST WHO WAS DETAINED AT AMSTERDAM AIRPORT IN 1972 WHILE 
TRAVELLING ON AN ALGERIAN DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT AND WITH WEAPONS 
AND EXPLOSIVES IN SUITCASE. 

DICKMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PALESTINIANS, INFORMATION EXCHANGE, DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ABUDH01029 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 57-0952 
Format: TEL 
From: ABU DHABI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780467/aaaacezw.tel 

Line Count: 66 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 2f8c61b2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION INR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 91578 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2999631 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INFORMATION ON PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION ABROAD: UAE 
TAGS: PDIP, TC, PLO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2f8c61 b2-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



